First-Time Marathoner: Solicitation Letter - Sample #1
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Dear Contributor/Supporter:

On May 15th, 2011, I will run the Dick’s Sporting Pittsburgh Marathon. Completing this 26.2 mile race will be a significant challenge for me.  Even more significant is my goal of raising a minimum of $500 to benefit The Mario Lemieux Foundation, an official sponsoring charity.

I have been and will continue to be hard at work training to complete the marathon.  In preparation for the race I will run approximately 600 miles, but my success on May 2nd will be measured both physically and financially.  My training will prepare me to meet the physical challenge, while your donation will help contribute to my financial commitment.

Your donation will help the Mario Lemieux Foundation raise money for cancer and neonatal research and for Austin’s Playroom Project which strives to improve the quality of a child's hospital experience whether as a visitor or as a patient!
For this challenge I need more than your encouragement -- I hope I can count on your financial support.

The enclosed donation form outlines a variety of options for your tax-deductible contribution.  After you have determined your level of support, please return the form with your contribution directly to me in the enclosed addressed envelope.  Be sure to indicate the Mario Lemieux Foundation and my name on the memo part of your check. Remember to check on your company’s matching gift program too.  

I am excited about the marathon and the impact our efforts will make in raising money for this worthwhile cause. I truly hope that I can count on your support.  Please call me at (xxx) xxx-xxxx or call if you have any questions about your contribution.

With sincere appreciation,

Team Member’s Signature

Veteran Marathoner: Solicitation Letter - Sample #2
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Dear Contributor/Supporter:
On (date you completed your first marathon), I completed my first marathon – (enter the marathon that you ran before).  Completing the 26.2 mile race was a significant challenge for me.

I plan to undertake this challenge again this year on May 15th, 2011 for the Dicks’ Sporting Goods Pittsburgh Marathon, but I have a more important goal than completing the race. I am committed to raise at least $500 on behalf of The Mario Lemieux Foundation, an official participating charity. 

Your donation will help the Mario Lemieux Foundation raise money for cancer and neonatal research and for Austin’s Playroom Project which strives to improve the quality of a child's hospital experience whether as a visitor or as a patient!
I have been and will continue to train to complete the marathon.  My success on May 2nd will be measured both physically and financially.  While it is up to me to meet the physical challenge of the 26.2 miles, your donation is vital to achieve my financial commitment.

The enclosed fundraising form outlines a variety of options for your tax-deductible contribution.  After you have determined your level of support, please return the form with your contribution directly to me in the enclosed addressed envelope.  Be sure to indicate the Mario Lemieux Foundation and my name on the memo part of your check. Remember to check on your company’s matching gift program, too.
I am excited by the challenge before me and the impact of our collective efforts.  I hope I can count on your support. Please contact me if you have any questions about your contribution at (xxx) xxx-xxxx.

With sincere appreciation,

Team Member’s Signature

Thank You Letter - Sample #1
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Dear Contributor/Supporter:

On behalf of the Mario Lemieux Foundation, I offer my sincere gratitude to you for your support of my run this past May 2nd in the Dick’s Sporting Goods Pittsburgh Marathon.  Thanks to your generosity and other’s, we were successful in raising more than $__________, which will help raise money for cancer and neonatal research and for Austin’s Playroom Project which strives to improve the quality of a child's hospital experience whether as a visitor or as a patient!
It is hard to believe the race is behind me, given the large role it played in my life during these past five months.  From juggling my schedule to allow enough time for training runs, to modification of my diet, many of my decisions were made with the marathon in mind.  While the athletic competition has concluded for me, the impact of our fundraising campaign will continue well into the future.  
During the race, I discovered there are several aspects to a marathon.  In spite of those tough running conditions, the first 18 miles were actually a lot of fun and I surpassed my own competitive expectations for speed and distance. However, even the 600+ miles of training did not prepare me for encountering the mental and physical hurdle known to distance runners as “the wall.”  To say the last eight miles were both physically and mentally challenging is a gross understatement -- they were miserable and offered a

challenge unlike any I had ever faced before.  However in the end, facing all these difficulties was made worthwhile when I crossed the finish line in just under three and half hours.
Again, please accept my heartfelt appreciation for your support of the Mario Lemieux Foundation and my personal thanks for being “by my side” for this cause.  While the race may be history, your financial contribution ensures the most meaningful results are supporting the programs of the Mario Lemieux Foundation.

Best regards,
Team Member’s Signature
Thank You Letter - Sample #2
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Dear Supporter:

Thank you for your $_________ contribution for the Marathon Team Challenge.  On May 15th I completed the Dick’s Sporting Goods Pittsburgh Marathon! I did it because of your support.  Your generosity will help the Mario Lemieux Foundation continue to raise money for cancer and neonatal research and for Austin’s Playroom Project which strives to improve the quality of a child's hospital experience whether as a visitor or as a patient!
On a more personal note, I can tell you that training for and completing the marathon was an incredible challenge, but knowing that you contributed on my behalf helped pull me through.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Team Member’s Signature

